n6         HISTORY OF UPPER ASSAM      CHAP.

one of our Mini villages was raided by Pashi and
Menyong Abors, and captives were carried off. The
usual negociations for their restitution were made
with the usual empty results ; so, as the behaviour
of the Abors, their insolence and disregard of Garston's
treaty, was affecting the other tribes, notably the
Mishmis, a fifth expedition was organised against
them of 400 Military Police from Dibrughar, 100
rifles of the 44th Goorkha Rifles (now 8th G.R.)
and 1,500 coolies for transport. This well-equipped
force started across the border in January, 1894,
under command of Captain Maxwell.

The Political Officer with the column directed
the political side of the expedition and also controlled
in a large measure its general management, which,
as was only to be expected, produced disagreement
and some friction. Bomjur, Dambuk, and Silluk were
the first objectives, and the first village was taken
at dawn on January the i4th without opposition.
Dambuk was found strongly stockaded as usual a
mile or so in front of the actual village. The dense
forest prevented the possibility of any turning move-
ment, and as the first efforts of the advance guard to
rush the stockade failed, and the seven-pounder guns
made no effect, a general assault was ordered. The
Abors fought well, standing to their defences, keeping
up showers of arrows and stones while the attackers
were hacking at the chevaux de frise of " panjis "
or bamboo stakes, which prevented their reaching the
stockade. At last the Abors gave way and the defences
were carried ; too late though in the evening to make
any further advance on the village, which next
morning was found deserted. A move was now